A young woman with unexplained radiographic calcification of the ascending aorta was found at necropsy to have healed idiopathic aortitis. Calcification also involved the aortic valve which was stenosed and the mitral valve. Death was the result of infective endocarditis of these valves with aortic ring abscess, rupture of aortic root, and cardiac tamponade.
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Extensive radiographic calcification of the ascending both arms. A grade 4/6 ejection systolic murmur was aorta is infrequently encountered and has usually heard at the base with a soft early diastolic murmur. been attributed to syphilis (Higgins and Reinke, Electrocardiogram was normal, and extensive calcifica-1974). According to these authors the incidence of tion of the ascending aorta, and aortic and mitral valves forms of cardiovascular syphilis has dewas seen on radiography. Cardiac catheterization readvanced coral I the past two nas and vealed a 48 mmHg (6-4 kPa) peak systolic gradient across creased considerably in the past two decades, and the aortic valve which had a calculated valve area of other causes of aortic calcification now assume 07 CM2. The mitral valve functioned normally. Her greater importance. In rare instances atherosclerosis Wassermann reaction and lupus erythematosus cell (either primary or acquired on a bare area of a test were negative. Serum calcium, inorganic phosphate, laceration of the aorta) may be associated with and cholesterol were normal but total globulins were ascending aortic calcification (Levy et al., 1963) . raised. The patient also suffered from psoriasis. Advanced atherosclerosis in elderly patients is the She remained asymptomatic over the following 10 most frequent cause of such calcification at present years, with no alteration in physical signs, except that (Higgins and Reinke, 1974 
